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Lake Highlands dad Rick
Bolka, daughter Nina and 
wife Johna are mourning
the death of 17-year-old 
Katie, who was killed in a 
car accident two weeks
ago. Fourteen-year-old 
Nina is depicted hanging
on the wall to the right; the
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Steve Blow:
Colliding with reality
'No parent should have to go through what we've been through'

08:26 AM CDT on Wednesday, June 14, 2006

Like oppressive heat or a pungent smell, sorrow is so strong in the Bolka home that it seems to press against your
skin.

"We are shattered," Johna Bolka said simply. And the grief written across her face said it
more plainly than the words.

It has been two weeks and a day since the Bolkas' 17-year-old daughter, Katie, was struck
by another car as she drove to her final exams at Ursuline Academy.

"A senseless automobile accident" – that's the phrase that was used in Katie's obituary and
again on Tuesday by her father, Rick.

Katie was hit by a 90-year-old driver who, witnesses said, drove through a red light at the
intersection of Preston Road and Royal Lane.

Perhaps to bring some sense to the senseless accident, Rick and Johna have vowed to
change the laws of our state. They say elderly drivers must begin demonstrating their
ability to drive safely to renew a license.

That's a big undertaking. And grief nearly immobilizes them at this point. Johna said her
greatest task now is "just breathing."



painting on the left shows 
Katie.

Process of aging can bring 
risks to road

But as their strength returns, they promise a vigilant campaign that they say will not end
until laws are changed. "We are tenacious people," Rick said. "And no parent should have
to go through what we've been through."

Artistic, passionate Katie had studied all weekend for her final exams in algebra and
chemistry. She left a little earlier than usual on that Tuesday morning. If not for that,
her 14-year-old sister, Nina, would have been in the car with her.

"We prayed for a miracle," Rick said, "but maybe our miracle was that our other daughter wasn't in the car. We could
have had two daughters in that trauma center."

Just a few exams stood between Katie and the vaunted status of being a senior. She had already made plans for
summer – an economics class at Ursuline, a drawing class at SMU and beginning her search for a college.

Katie was driving her Honda Accord west on Royal Lane, headed to school from her Lake Highlands home. It was
7:45 a.m.

Witnesses said 90-year-old Elizabeth Grimes' Mercury Grand Marquis drove into the intersection, clipped one car and
then plowed into Katie's door.

Francoise Webb was stopped at the light on Preston Road, three cars back. She didn't see the collision, but she said the
impact sounded like an explosion.

Instinctively, she jumped from her car and ran to Katie's car. She immediately recognized the Ursuline uniform. Her
daughter had attended there. Soon she was on the phone with Johna.

For the Bolkas, it brings comfort to know that Katie was immediately comforted by Mrs. Webb.

Ms. Grimes and those in the other car were not critically injured.

Katie suffered a traumatic injury to her brain. She died 5 ½ days later without regaining consciousness.

Chicago lawyer David Rosenfield studied driver's license renewal laws across the country and published his findings
in 2004 in The Elder Law Journal. What he found was a hodgepodge of approaches but almost no actual testing to
determine continued fitness to drive at advanced ages.

Perhaps even worse, he found no political will to change that.

"Older people vote, and no one is gung-ho to take that group on," Mr. Rosenfield said.

Statistics are often used to show that elderly drivers pose no special danger. But Mr. Rosenfield said those studies
don't take into account the fewer miles the elderly drive.

Looking at accidents per miles driven, elderly drivers have more accidents and more fatal accidents than any other age
group, he said.

Statistics seem so paltry in the face of the Bolkas' suffocating sorrow. But they do not lie.

The 90-year-old driver who ended Katie Bolka's life was six blocks from home.

E-mail sblow@dallasnews.com

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


